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ANCIENT TREE COLUMN

Staverton Park and  
The Thicks in Suffolk

Each month we feature an ancient 
British tree. This month the Ancient 
Tree Forum introduces us to the...
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Staverton Park and The Thicks in Suffolk are perhaps best known 

for their 280 acres of ancient oaks and hollies (one of which is the 

tallest recorded in the UK), but this medieval site also has 1,900 

silver birch trees of varying age and size, some of which are the 

largest and oldest in England. 
The greatest proportion of silver birch postdate the second 

world war, when tanks were tested on the site in preparation for the D-Day 

landings, but there are nine trees of more than 100cm in diameter at breast 

height. There are also birch trees of varying ages growing out of the bolls of 

ancient oaks that have fallen over to create phoenix trees. These ancient and 

veteran trees support a rich lichen flora and invertebrate fauna including several 

rare species and the site has been designated both as a Special Area for 

Conservation (SAC) and a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

This particular birch has reached a very impressive size, having a 

circumference of 1.3m at its narrowest point and a height of more than 20m. 

Photographer Marion Sidebottom said she immediately saw the potential of this 

‘spectacular’ silver birch as a beautiful specimen to photograph: “I particularly 

enjoy photographing veteran and ancient trees as they grow into a myriad of 

interesting shapes and forms over time. This one, with its beautiful twisted 

branch and deeply furrowed bark is no exception.”
Professor Oliver Rackham described it as: “A place of awe and wonderment, 

Tolkenesque in atmosphere – it slumbers in timeless decay.”

Photographs are by Marion Sidebottom and research is by Gary Battell.

To get involved with the newly formed 
Ancient Tree Forum East Anglia group, 
contact reg@urbanforestry.info and  
to find out about other local and  
regional groups go to  
www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/who-
we-are/local-uk-groups
The Ancient Tree Forum champions 
the biological, cultural and heritage 
value of Britain’s ancient and veteran 
trees, and provides advice on their 
value and management at  
www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk
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These ancient and veteran trees support a rich lichen flora and invertebrate fauna including several rare 
species


