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Epping Forest 

Veteran Tree Trail 

General information 

Epping Forest is an ancient wood pasture, Anglo-Saxon common land and hunting ground which 

became a Royal Forest in the early 12th Century under Henry I. The rights of common pre-date the 

Royal Forest and these rights included grazing, pannage (for pigs), lopping and turf-stripping. The 

rights of grazing and pannage remain common rights today, whilst the lopping rights, largely for 

pollarding, were removed. All of these common rights came under the control of The Conservators 

of Epping Forest after the passing of the Epping Forest Act in 1878. 

Prior to 1878, pollarding had been carried out by commoners for firewood and the areas of cutting 

seem to have been organised in a variety of different ways across the Forest. Some areas have 

extensive examples of coppiced beech which were later pollarded, producing the so-called Epping 

‘coppards’. Other areas seem to have been organised into blocks and cut on a rotation of about 10 

years. In the early 19th Century, pollarding was carried out very extensively, with the cut material 

tied into bundles or faggots and exported for use in the rapidly expanding London metropolis. There 

were at least 300 pollards to the acre in some parts of the Forest, with hornbeam the most common 

alongside large quantities of beech and oak. 

Centuries of pollarding stopped abruptly in 1878, although grazing of cattle and ponies continued 

well into the 20th Century. In fact, the last commoners’ grazing did not cease until the outbreak of 

“mad cow disease” in 1996. Since then, grazing has been reinstated across several large areas of the 

Forest as has pollarding.  After a lapse of over 110 years there were big challenges in relation to the 

reintroduction of pollarding.  

  



Epping Forest 

Veteran Tree Trail v1 (July 2019)  2 

The hornbeams in the Forest have generally re-grown after re-pollarding, however many have 

experienced extensive decay as a result. The ability for these trees to re-grow may be due to the fact 

that they were not as old as trees of other species in the Forest. For some hornbeams, the pollarding 

cycle has been revived, with some individual hornbeams now having been re-pollarded three times 

since 1989. 

For beech and oak, it has been a different story, and after some re-pollarding attempts in the 1980s, 

it became apparent that a different approach was required with the ancient beech and oak pollards. 

These species respond better to more limited interventions in the form of crown reduction or 

retrenchment pruning. These interventions have been aimed at retaining the stability of these over-

grown trees and, where possible, reviving their mid and lower crowns. Several experimental studies 

have been carried out here. In addition, supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 1200 ‘keystone 

trees’ were selected from amongst the Forest’s 25,000 or so ancient oak and beech trees. Five main 

criteria were used to select the ‘keystone’ trees with their vitality and potential to respond to crown 

restoration work key among them. Work on these keystone trees was carried out between 2009 and 

2015 and their responses to cutting are being monitored to help inform future management. 

Additional keystone trees are also being identified. 

Given the size of the Forest and number of trees involved, this self-guided trail focuses on a limited 

area of the Forest but one with all three main pollard species and with some of the largest beech 

trees. The trail will lead you around an area known as High Beach and Flagstaff Hill. High Beach takes 

its name from the geology or hydrology (the origin of the name is uncertain) rather than from its 

trees, but nonetheless its beech population here contains some of the tallest and largest beech 

pollards in Europe with all the physical challenges they have posed for the Epping Forest arborist 

teams.  

The trail illustrates some of the lessons learnt by the Epping Forest arborists and ecologists while 

trying to monitor and manage of the crowns of these ancient trees. The trail includes some failures 

as well as successes as a result. With an increasingly unpredictable climate, especially amounts of 

rainfall and the strength of storms to which these beech are vulnerable, there remains much to 

consider and further interventions for which to prepare. 

 

Car parking and refreshments 

There are car parks located in many areas of the Forest. For the walk described here, the main car 

park is at High Beach (Grid Reference: TQ4115 9827). There are toilets next to the café and public 

house opposite the Queen’s Green (the large area of mown grass by the main car park). 

 

Public transport 

The nearest bus and tube station is at Loughton (Central Line) from where it is a pleasant (although 

uphill) 45-50 min walk (3.4 km) through the Forest tracks, past many other ancient trees, to High 

Beach 
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Plateau Area (Grid Reference: TQ4115 9827) 

Walking down the hill from the car park towards the group of trees in the middle of the open area 

you will notice that a large section of soil has been eroded. This has been caused by a combination of 

surface water flowing down the hill and visitor pressure, both pedestrians and cyclists. The extent of 

this erosion is so large that it is visible on aerial photographs. The erosion of the soil results in the 

loss of a valuable resource which supports and sustains the ecosystem, and has implications for 

veteran trees by exposing tree roots. A healthy soil environment is of the utmost importance; 

without soil, trees cannot grow! Soil protection work is to be undertaken here in the coming years. 

In the area of soil erosion, you can see a beech tree with exposed roots. This tree species has a 

shallow rooting habit, as illustrated by the exposed roots in areas where the soil has been eroded. 

This erosion has destroyed the fine roots leaving only the woody structural roots. The loss of soil and 

fine roots reduces the tree’s capacity to take up water and nutrients. The photo was taken in July 

2018 when the UK experienced a drought. Look at the colour difference between the leaves of 

beech tree (left) and the neighbouring oak tree (right), it is apparent that the beech tree is suffering 

as a result of the drought whereas the oak looks fairly healthy. This is likely due to the fact that the 

oak will have roots that grow deeper, into the layers of clay, accessing water unavailable to the 

beech. Look at how far away the roots grow from the tree; roots in excess of 20mm have been found 

30m from the trunk. This illustrates just how far tree roots can grow in search of water and 

nutrients; an important consideration when managing sites with veteran trees.  

Tucked away towards the wooded edge is a lapsed beech pollard, which has partially failed. This tree 

illustrates some of the management challenges faced at Epping Forest. The site contains 55,000 

lapsed pollards, of which at least 15,000 are beech like this one. Look at the form of the tree; the 

trunk is straight to about 2.5m, above this, multiple branches are growing from one point. This 

indicates the that the tree was cut at this height. Once a widespread practice, pollarding was 

undertaken to produce either winter fodder for livestock, firewood or timber. At Epping Forest the 

main product was firewood. The large branches growing from the bolling indicate that pollarding of 

this tree ceased some time ago; pollard branches would typically be removed when much smaller.  

As the size of the branches increase, so does the risk of failure. In this case, part of the canopy broke 

away due to the biomechanical forces acting on the tree. To help stabilise the tree, the crown has 

been reduced to help manage the risk of further failure. 

As you begin to descend the hill, you will find a lapsed beech pollard, our first ‘Keystone Tree’ (see 

introduction). This beech is one of 1,200 keystone trees that are the focus of conservation action 

across the Forest. The aim being to retain these trees for as long as possible. Like the partially failed 

beech, this tree is also a lapsed pollard. This tree has been crown reduced to manage the risk of 

failure.  There are plans to monitor and continue to manage this tree in future years. 
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Wood Pasture Restoration (TQ 4109 9847) 

Walking downhill from the plateau area is an area of wood pasture restoration. The Forest was once 

entirely covered by wood pasture, a mosaic habitat comprising a mix of open grown trees (usually 

pollards but some coppice too in earlier times) with grassland or heathland beneath. These areas 

were grazed by cattle and ponies. Grazing declined steeply in the 20th Century and commoners’ 

grazing stopped after 1996, although in this area of High Beach it ceased many decades before this. 

As a result, scrub began to develop which eventually turned into secondary closed canopy 

woodland. Work started during the winter of 2015/16 to restore this habitat. The larger trees were 

marked for retention whilst the vegetation surrounding them was cleared. 

A number of the retained trees have been cut in an attempt to create pollards. These trees are 

larger than would normally be considered for creating new pollards; typically pollards are cut for the 

first time when the stem diameter is no greater than 10-20cm. Due to the size of the trees, a 

significant proportion of the crown was removed (between 40 and 60%), which created a number of 

large wounds. This cutting was undertaken in attempt to bridge the gap between existing veteran 

trees and younger trees by creating decaying wood habitat, and to create the more open wood 

pasture habitats. Despite being cut quite hard, these trees have responded well and have produced 

lots of epicormic growth. This epicormic growth will form a new crown, and in time this will be 

managed as a pollard. Notice that only a few of the retained trees have been managed in this way, 

this allows the effects of management on a small number of trees to be evaluated before managing 

more trees. 

To ensure the retained trees received enough sunlight, the surrounding vegetation was cleared at 

the same time, a technique known as halo release. Halo release is an important management tool in 

veteran tree management, especially when trees have been cut (e.g. when creating new pollards). 

These cut trees are reduced in height which puts them at a competitive disadvantage compared to 

the surrounding vegetation, so the surrounding vegetation must also be managed to ensure they 

receive enough sunlight. An additional benefit of this clearance is that the increase in sunlight 

reaching the woodland floor helps to improve the ground flora in this area, including nectar sources 

for hoverflies and adult saproxylic beetles, and scarce plants like skullcap and sedges.  

Woodchip created as a result of the management work area was spread over the woodland floor. 

This brings various benefits. It acts as a mulch helping to retain moisture and improving soil flora and 

fauna, over time it will decompose helping to recycle nutrients back into the soil and it can help 

alleviate soil compaction by spreading the load and encouraging earthworms that de-compact the 

soil. It also reduces costs as it removes the need to dispose of the waste. However, spreading wood 

chip prevented the development of the beneficial ground flora we saw elsewhere; in future we will 

need to balance the benefits/drawbacks of spreading woodchip when undertaking management. 

As you walk up the hill you will walk through an area of newly created beech pollards. This work 

feeds into the wood pasture restoration work by allowing more sunlight in and by also creating new 

pollards that will one day be veteran trees. This is especially important for beech and oak which, as 

lapsed pollards, cannot be re-pollarded and will need successors sooner than the hornbeams.  

Directions: Join footpath back uphill to TQ4128 9850 and head north east (left turn on the surfaced 

track).  
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Trees Along Surfaced Track (TQ4124 9847) 

As you walk along the surfaced track, there is a standing dead oak tree on the left. This dead tree 

contributes to the decaying wood resource on the site, which helps to support a range of wood 

decay fungi and saproxylic invertebrates. Standing deadwood is a valuable habitat due to the unique 

wood decay conditions it provides. Where possible, we try to keep dead trees standing for as long as 

possible. The durable heartwood of oak trees means that it will decay slowly for decades. 

Fortunately, due to this tree’s location, and surrounding bramble, it does not pose a significant 

safety concern and so can be allowed to decay and fall apart naturally. 

Further along on the path, to the right of the footpath, is a lapsed beech pollard. The trunk of this 

tree is hollow, typical of pollards of this size, providing valuable saproxylic habitat. However, there 

are large branches perched on this hollowing stem and in 2017 one of these failed. Given the tree’s 

location, adjacent to a well-used footpath near a car park, risk management is a consideration for 

this tree. The long-term plan for the area is to move the path away from the tree, however this will 

require planning and significant investment because there is a danger of damaging the tree in the 

process.  

 To add to this complexity, in 2018, this tree suffered from the drought and the beech weevil. The 

significance of these impacts will be assessed in future years. 

Continuing along the footpath, on the left is an interesting beech tree (Grid Ref: TQ4143 9869 

approx). This tree was cut heavily between 1986 and 1989, one of the first beech pollards re-cut in 

the 20th Century. At this time veteran tree management was in its infancy and the drawbacks of 

removing a large amount of the crown were not fully understood. Despite being cut heavily, this tree 

managed to produce new growth and is still alive today, unlike most of the others that were cut in 

the same way. The ability of this tree to respond was due to the presence of dormant buds on the 

trunk which were stimulated and able to form a new crown; it is unusual for beech to form a new 

crown from dormant buds and is an important consideration when prescribing management. The 

regrowth on this tree was reduced in 2016 to reduce the likelihood of it failing. As for the previous 

tree, this tree was also affected by beech weevil in both 2017 and 2018. The significance of this will 

be assessed in future years. 

There are many other wonderful trees in this area, if you have time, feel free to have a wander. 

When you are ready to continue, rejoin the path and continue north east. 

 

 Directions: Cross the road (Claypit Hill) 
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Layering Beech Tree (TQ4149 9878) 

Shortly after you cross the road there is a beech tree on the right-hand side of the footpath that is 

worth looking at. See how the branches touch the ground and then continue growing. This is called 

layering and is a natural process which can help the tree increase its lifespan. Where the branches 

touch the ground they act as a natural prop helping to support the tree.  

In most modern practices we, as tree managers, often prevent such natural processes occurring; low 

branches are often removed to provide access or trees are planted at close spacing preventing the 

development of a spreading crown. By looking at the structure of a tree we can understand more 

about its past. Despite currently being surrounded by other trees, the branch structure indicates that 

this tree grew in an open habitat that facilitated the development of spreading of branches.  

Where the branches touch the ground they can lay down new roots, enabling the branch to act 

independently of the main trunk. This is most apparent when the part furthest away from the tree 

has a larger girth than the section of branch nearer the tree.  

Can you see the different functional units on this trunk? Functional units are semi-autonomous units 

comprising roots, trunk and shoots. Functional units become more apparent as trees age or when a 

unit dies but neighbouring units survive. When assessing the need for management, functional units 

need to be considered as individuals, rather than all units being treated the same way. 

Before you move on, next to the beech tree is an impressive rowan tree that is worth a looking at. 

 

Directions: Walk back across road and continue back along the surfaced track the way you came for 

approximately 200m before peeling off to the left, up and across the road into a small car park 

(TQ4143 9852) Once in the car park - turn left. 
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Group of Two Pollards/Coppards (TQ4149 9854 - just north of the car park) 

Tucked behind some trees there are growths known locally as ‘elephant’s feet’ evident on ground. 

The elephant’s feet are all that remain of trees that were cut to ground level. Strangely enough, the 

elephant’s feet are still alive. But, how is this possible, the tree does not have any foliage left to keep 

the stump alive? The secret lies beneath the ground.  

Recent studies have demonstrated that, in a natural setting, individual trees are connected to 

neighbouring trees below the ground. Trees can share resources, such as carbohydrates (sugars) 

which the tree uses as energy. This highlights the proportion of the tree which is below ground and 

often overlooked; the roots. The elephant’s feet here can survive without a trunk or crown, but no 

tree can survive without roots.  

 

Directions: Follow footpath and then turn right, doubling back along a small side path to the south. 
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Skirted Tree (TQ4148 9849) 

The ancient oak at this stop shows a characteristic seen in other open-grown oaks elsewhere in the 

Forest and in nearby sites, like ‘The Crinoline Lady’ oak at Thorndon Park, Essex. The base is swollen 

by excessive growth and re-growth of dormant buds. It is not certain as to the cause, but it would 

seem likely to be the tree’s response to repeated browsing by ponies and cattle. Nearby to this tree 

an old iron ring was found which would have been a tether for a grazing animal, probably a pony. In 

the 19th Century this area of High Beach would have been open wood pasture with large oaks and 

beeches.  

Many open-grown oaks survive around here but most of the large beech pollards have collapsed and 

died since the 1950s (judging from old photos from that time). In the early 19th Century this 

particular place was often used as an encampment by travellers. The poet John Clare wrote about 

them and would often meet up with them here during his time at High Beach asylum. It could well 

be that this oak was browsed by the travellers’ ponies and horses, as well as by the commoners’ 

livestock, at that time, and that this could have contributed to the skirt you can see today. 

 

Directions: Head south along this small path until you meet a gravel path by a bench (gravel path 

was a wheelchair path installed in 1989 before SSSI re-notification, and is most likely to have 

damaged tree roots during its installation). 
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Area of Wood Pasture Restoration (TQ4145 9846 - at the wheelchair path) 

Ahead is an area of wood pasture restoration (open grown trees). The aim here has been to remove 

birch and young hornbeams to favour the new generation of oaks that have arisen as infill across this 

once open wood pasture area (as described at the previous stopping point). In conjunction with this 

work there has been some haloing of the ancient oak pollards on the periphery of the site; you can 

see some more of these to the east. 

More work could be done and certainly there is likely to be a need to remove more trees in the 

future to allow for some of the oaks to develop bigger and more spreading canopies. Future 

pollarding could be considered here, or the trees could be left to grow into open-grown trees. Either 

way the aim is to provide more open acid grassland wood pasture habitat with a continuation of 

oaks as a main part of the tree population here. 

 

Directions: Turn right onto surfaced wheelchair path. 
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Fallen Tree (TQ4138 9841 – on west side/right side of wheelchair path) 

Next to the bench is a fallen oak tree. Wherever possible fallen deadwood is retained where it fell. If 

it has to be moved the preferred option is to move it in one piece, or if it must be cut, then cut it in 

as large pieces as possible. Apart from a small amount of cutting required to clear the footpath, this 

section has been left intact. As well as contributing to the overall decaying wood resource, this fallen 

tree acts as a natural climbing frame for children to play on. 

Look at the section furthest away from the path, can you see the ‘trees’ that have started to grow 

from the fallen trunk? These originated from epicormic shoots that developed on the trunk after the 

tree fell. The fact that these new trees have grown indicates that there is a connection to the roots. 

Have a look to see if you can follow the pathway from the new growth down through the fallen 

trunk and into the soil. The term for this phenomenon is phoenix regeneration. The principle is 

similar to the layering we saw at Stop 4 (layering beech tree), the only difference is that the whole 

tree has touched the ground rather than just a branch. The name comes from the mythical phoenix 

that rises from the ashes; in this case from a fallen trunk. 

There are various options for managing these new trees, for example they could be pollarded. It is 

likely that they will need to be halo released if they are not to be shaded out by the neighbouring 

trees. In this way the life of this old tree could be extended for even more centuries as a family of 

genetically-identical trees all directly connected to the ancient roots. 

 

Directions: Continue along wheelchair path. 
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Lapsed Beech Pollard (TQ4131 9837 tree tag no. 12154) 

On the right-hand side of the path is a magnificent lapsed beech pollard. Make sure you walk off the 

path and have a look at the back of this tree.  

On the back are fruiting bodies of various wood decay fungi, most noticeably a group of large 

brackets around 1.5m above ground level. These fruiting bodies are of Perenniporia fraxinea and 

have been present on this tree since around 1988, so the fungus itself could be considered as 

ancient! The presence of wood decay fungi was once considered to be detrimental to the health of 

the tree, however we now understand the important relationship wood decay fungi have with 

ancient and other veteran trees; they provide a valuable source of decaying wood for a range of 

saproxylic invertebrates and also play a key role in the recycling of nutrients.  

As trees grow, they lay down a new layer of wood on the outside each year. Over time the wood at 

the centre becomes dysfunctional and of limited use to the tree. This wood contains carbohydrates 

and nutrients the tree has previously assimilated. Whilst these are locked up in the wood, the tree 

cannot access them. As the wood is decayed, the carbohydrates and minerals become accessible 

again. Trees with hollow stems like this one have decaying wood at their centre. In this decaying 

wood the tree is able to lay down internal roots, these are adventitious roots that develop in 

response to this decaying wood. These roots can take up these previously locked up nutrients from 

this material, allowing the tree to recycle itself! 

Look at the trunk, can you see the functional units? Notice that the wood decay brackets have 

appeared between these functional areas. The fungus is decaying the dysfunctional wood at the 

heart of this tree but does not affect the functional sapwood. Whilst the tree has good vitality it is 

able to protect the functional vessels alongside areas of decaying wood. It is this ability to 

compartmentalise its functional tissues that enables a tree to co-exist with wood decay fungi for 

long periods of time, sometimes centuries.  

Looking from the path, there is a dead section on the right-hand side of the tree and if you visit in 

the winter you may see water pooling at the base on this side. This footpath was installed in 1989 

and it is likely that the installation of this path disrupted the soil and natural drainage in this area. It 

is also likely to have damaged some tree roots as well; this root damage has led to the death of this 

section of the tree. It can take many years before the result of root damage becomes visible. 

It is important that we take care of all parts of the tree, including the roots. Our knowledge has 

significantly improved since 1989 and learning from our mistakes, we can try to ensure that this kind 

of thing will not happen again. In areas where the soil has been damaged, we may seek to improve 

the rooting environment for the trees. This may involve simple techniques such as adding mulch to 

soil, as we have seen elsewhere on this trail. In areas with severe compaction it may be necessary to 

de-compact the soil before adding mulch. This can be achieved using various methods. On several 

ancient beech pollards we have used compressed air to achieve this. Air is blown into the soil to 

loosen it, thereby de-compacting it. We have had some success with this technique, however using 

compressed air is likely to cause damage to fine roots and so this approach should be carefully 

considered.  

Directions: Continue along wheelchair path. 
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Lapsed Beech Pollard (TQ4132 9835) 

A few metres further along the footpath on the left-hand side is another lapsed beech pollard. 

Although this tree does not have visible wood decay brackets, the stem of this tree is also hollow. 

The extent of hollowing varies from two thirds to four fifths in cross section of the trunk at different 

points. This means that the trunk is more hollow than intact. 

There are various theories on the topic of trunk hollowing and likelihood of failure, one of the most 

widely quoted is the t/R ratio proposed by Claus Mattheck et al (1993). This theory, where t is the 

residual wall thickness and R is the radius of the trunk, states that if the t/R ratio is greater than 0.3 

(i.e. at least 30% residual wood) the tree is unlikely to fail. However, if the ratio is less than 0.3 the 

tree is likely to fail.  

Whilst this theory may work for some trees, it does not work for trees with large girths or small 

crowns (such as retrenched or pollarded trees). Each year the tree is alive it lays down a new layer of 

wood on the outside, increasing its girth. As a young tree grows and progresses into maturity, the 

size of the crown also increases. However this changes when the tree reaches the ancient phase or if 

the crown is managed, for example by pollarding, as both cause the crown to reduce in size.  

If the tree continues to lay down a new layer of wood each year but the crown does not get any 

bigger, the tree becomes more stable, even with a hollow trunk. Simple hollowing theories do not 

apply to large diameter trees. As with any aspect of veteran tree management, the tree should be 

assessed as an individual and any management prescribed, should reflect the findings of this 

assessment and not follow a simple ‘one size fits all’ approach.  

 

Directions: Continue along wheelchair path and at junction with main surfaced track/horseride turn 

right). 
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Keystone Oak Pollard (TQ4127 9832 – on a surfaced track leading towards the roadside car park) 

We finish our walk at this lapsed oak pollard in a prominent location, another one of our Keystone 

Trees (see Introduction above). The tree sits on the junction of two busy footpaths near a car park. 

This area, including the rooting area of the tree, receives a large number of visitors including 

walkers, horse riders and cyclists. It is also a favoured tree for children to climb as its gnarly trunk 

and spacious pollard head make it easy to access.  

The volume of traffic in this area has significantly compacted the soil around this tree. The effect of 

this compaction is manifested in the crown; the foliage is sparse. A sparse or unhealthily crown can 

often indicate that something in the rooting environment is not right. 

The area around the base of the tree was mulched with wood chips in 2018 and one of the minor 

paths (or ‘desire lines’) has been re-routed. This mulch will help alleviate the soil compaction by 

spreading the load when people walk over this area and by encouraging earthworm activity in the 

soil; the earthworms help de-compact the soil. A piece of wood has been laid at the base of this tree 

as an informal means of discouraging people from walking under the crown and thereby reducing 

the potential for further compaction. It is hoped that these simple measures will improve the 

growing conditions for this tree; we will be monitoring it to see how it performs. 
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Thank you 

We hoped you have enjoyed your visit to Epping Forest. It is a large wood pasture site with many 

more pollards, both lapsed and in a pollarding cycle, that can be found across its 2,450 hectares. 

Further south in the Forest you can see the hornbeams where a pollarding cycle was reinstated in 

the 1980s. You can also visit areas with a high density of oak pollards where haloing work and wood 

pasture restoration efforts have been carried out. Monitoring of the restoration work has shown 

that the saproxylic beetle populations have been responding well. We hope you may be able to 

return to explore these other areas of the Forest and come back for another visit to High Beach to 

see how the tree and habitat restoration work is developing. 

There are more self-guided veteran tree management trails at Ashtead Common, Burnham Beeches 

and Hampstead Heath. More details can be found on the Ancient Tree Forum website 

(http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk). 

The Ancient Tree Forum website also contains a wide range of resources on all aspects of veteran 

tree management, including books, ancient tree guides, videos and magazine articles 

(http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/resources). 

Have you taken VETcert? VETcert is a certification scheme for professionals working with veteran 

trees. VETcert enables you to test your knowledge and skills as well as to stand out from the crowd. 

There are two levels of certification, practising and consulting, reflecting the different roles within 

the industry. See the Ancient Tree Forum website or www.vetcert.eu for more info. 

Thank you to the City of London Corporation for funding this project and also to Dr Jeremy Dagley 

and Andy Froud for providing their time and expertise.  
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Glossary 

Biomechanical - pertaining to the mechanical functions and properties of living organisms, such as 

trees. 

Coppicing – the cutting of a woody plant near ground level to encourage the development of 

multiple stems. 

Coppard - a hybrid word (from coppice and pollard), describing a tree consisting of several coppice 

stems, each of which has been pollarded. 

Epicormic - pertaining to shoots or roots which are initiated on woody stems; shoots can form in this 

way from dormant buds or they can be adventitious. 

Fodder – food provided to livestock, typically dried.  

Functional unit – semi-automatous unit comprising a foliage bearing region, stem and root system. 

Halo clearance/haloing- in veteran tree management, the phased thinning or clearance of non-

veteran trees or shrubs that are harming one or more veteran trees by shading or other competition. 

Heartwood - the dead or predominantly dead central wood of various tree species whose outer 

living wood, sapwood, has a finite and pre-determined lifespan. 

Internal roots – roots that develop inside the tree in response to the availability of organic matter, 

typically decaying wood.  

Pollard – a tree that is managed by on a cyclical basis by the complete or partial removal of the 

crown of a young tree so as to encourage the development of numerous branches. 

Retrench – progressive reduction in the size of the crown of an old tree, by means of the dieback or 

breakage of twigs and small branches, accompanied by the enhanced development of the lower or 

inner parts of the crown. 

Ripewood - the older central wood of those tree species in which sapwood gradually ages without 

being converted to heartwood. 

Saproxylic - pertaining to organisms that depend on decaying wood for their habitats. 

Wood pasture – a habitat that typically contains large, open-grown or pollarded trees at varying 

densities, in a matrix of grassland or heathland, scrub and sometimes with areas of denser or closed-

canopy woodland. 

 

 

 

 


