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Volunteer recorders were able to survey the estate and much of its outer farmland to identify 

ancient and veteran trees on the Woodland Trusts Ancient Tree Inventory.  The recorders were all 

members of the Cornwall Ancient Tree Forum many of whom have been recording trees in the 

county since 2010 when the project began. 

The Gardens and Parkland 

Pencarrow is a well-known and valued garden whose horticultural achievements are plain to see and 

well recorded elsewhere. The value of the special landscape is recognised in its designation as a 

registered historic park and the result of many decades of work undertaken by the Molesworth 

family, which began in 1830 with the first major works to install new garden design. The word 

“carrow” is Cornish for stag or deer and “pen” means head and can refer to a hilltop or a headland. 

However, plantings from this period would not have grown long enough to be classed as ancient 

trees.  There are two exceptions, one 5.38 girth tall woodland beech south of the pond and one 5.4 

girth lower growing beech on the slope just south of the Italian Garden.  These measurements 

indicate trees over 250 years old. 

   

The two oldest beech on the estate Left in the woodland by the pond and Right  

From records we believe that the park established a deer park with its herd of probably fallow deer 

and the construction of a “park pale” or deer proof boundary would have been established or legally 

“emparked” some time before 1758 when the first known record by Borlase was mentioned. We 

also know that it had been “disparked” by 1814.   Evidence of the original park pale is clear on the 

western and southern sides of the parkland with its stone wall topped by the longs shards of slate.  

This is a rare form of construction and clearly meant to deter the deer from jumping the otherwise 

low wall. It is a special feature and worthy of carful restoration.  



 

  

Images of the park pale on the western boundary of the gardens 



Deer parks are also great hunting grounds for “ancient trees”.  While they were existing, these areas 

of wood pasture were rarely altered and their treescape was retained and protected. Disparking of 

areas was often done for a reason – to instigate some change in use or appearance in the park. 

The park pale on the northern boundary no longer exists and on the north eastern edge we know 

the boundary has been realigned to create the exiting drive that runs past the veteran two Turkey 

Oaks. These oaks being a more recent introduction to this country from the 18th century onwards, 

have not had enough time to mature to ancient status of around 400 years old. 

To the east the line of the park pale is harder to find physical evidence of, except in the line of some 

of the remaining field hedgerows. However the parkland map of 1805 by Robert Dawson does show 

the likely boundary of the stated “Pencarrow Park” prior to the Molesworth re-designs and new 

plantings. The boundary shown on that map does correspond mostly to existing field boundaries 

except in the north where the boundary would return westwards to the house.  

 

Several veteran Beech of considerable size have been recorded in the gardens but also one 

seemingly insignificant native oak on the east side.  This is close to a junction of field boundaries and 

shows considerable veteran qualities in its appearance, habitats and biodiversity. It is a valuable tree 

that must still predate the garden design and replanting and would greatly benefit “haloing” to let 

more light to the tree and reduce the competition from the more vigorous species that surround it.  

The Round is a remarkable iron age feature, although we know it has been altered much by cutting 

the drive through its centre and planting on and around it with a grove of sessile oak trees (See Peter 

Herring’s report on Pencarrow Rounds.).  One of the sessile oaks had been cut at ground level and 

we took the opportunity to take an approximate ring count which came out in the region of 185 – 

195 years. 

Image of Robert Dawsons 1805 map 

From Old Maps Online 



  

Images of the sessile oaks on the Rounds and the cut sessile stump 

The Outer Estate 

A day long survey was undertaken of the extensive farmland on the estate and some of the 

surrounding woodlands.  It was clear that many of the older trees must have been uprooted during 

the extensive conversions of ancient woodlands to plantations, but some areas still survived which 

showed the age-old tradition of coppice woodland with standards. In a small ancient woodland on 

the northern edge of the estate we recorded a large oak coppice and a couple of large “standards” 

as a record.  It is well know that ancient trees are not likely to be found in ancient woodlands in 

maiden form because these woods were regularly worked and managed by people. The oldest trees 

in an ancient wood are the coppice oaks and these may not be easily recognisable because their 

upper stems will look relatively young. 

  

Beech standard and an oak coppice in Treveigan ancient woodland 

Equally modern farming methods have resulted in further clearance of old medieval hedgerows 

which would have incorporated ancient trees. Interestingly we did discover two ancient ash that 

were originally located in an old hedgerow but had been retained while the rest of the hedgerow 

had been removed. On close inspection we recognised that one of these ash was suffering from 

close by ploughing, compaction of the roots and grazing damage by animals.   This typically shows 

some of the pressure imposed by farming on the environment and we hope to give some advice 

which could ease the problem.  Of course, the Ash is under threat of Chalara and at this point we do 

not know which will survive but we can give them the best chance by recognising the most valuable 

specimens and using sensitive management. 



  

Ancient Ash at and Tregleath farm (left) and Treveigen(right) 

 



There were no ancient native oaks we could discern in the whole of the area which was itself 

unusual for such an old estate. However there were several interesting veteran oaks such as the 

large specimen by the pond at Costislost Farm which are important to retain and protect as these 

will be the ancients of the future.   

 

Costislost Oak by the pond 
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