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‘hung her slippers’ (a polite medieval term 
for spending a penny) from Elizabeth’s Oak 
at Ninfield, en-route to Brighton. Meanwhile, 
Elizabeth’s father Henry VIII visited in 1534 

T
here has been a manor house 
at Chenies, in Buckinghamshire, 
since at least 1180, when it was 
owned by the Norman Cheyne 

family. The manor of ‘Isenhampstead’ 
Chenies, which had been in the family 
since the 12th century, descended to 
John Cheyne through his father, the Sir 
John Cheyne who had sat in Parliament 
for Bedfordshire in 1372, and for 
Buckinghamshire in 1373 and 1381.

A deer park was established by 1335, 
although its boundaries are difficult to 
define today. Surviving features from that 
period include a dungeon, a well and a 
priest hole, but perhaps most remarkable 
of all is an ancient Oak (Quercus robur) 
named after Queen Elizabeth, that stands 
on the lawn just south of the fifteenth 
century manor house – seat of Sir John 
Russell – the 1st Earl of Bedford.

Elizabeth stayed at Chenies and is 
said to have lost some jewellery whilst 
sitting beneath the tree, hence the 
Oak’s denomination. It was said that a 
couple of aglets, small enamelled blue 
gold fastenings, are recorded as going 
missing from a queenly gown during a 
visit to Chenies, although there is no real 
evidence they fell off close to the tree.

However, several stories describe 
Elizabeth’s penchant for resting under oak 
trees, with those concerned all receiving 
her epithet. She supposedly heard of 
her imminent rise to sovereignty whilst 
reading her bible beneath Elizabeth’s 
Oak at Hatfield House, shot a deer under 
Elizabeth’s Oak at Midhurst Park, and 
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and 1542 as a friend to John Russell, 
and an earlier name for the tree (King’s 
Oak) was likely named for him - as 
evidenced by the image of the same tree 
from an early 20th century postcard. 
Still producing acorns, the oak has seen 
Charles Macleod Matthews, current 
owner of Chenies, plant several on the 
estate for succession. 

In its decay, the tree provides habitat 
for moss, lichen, invertebrates, a hornets’ 
nest and a roost for little owls. While a 
6.5m trunk circumference may not appear 
to uphold a local belief bestowing 1,000 
years on the tree, the archive Edwardian 
photograph and evidence on the ground 
of a once much larger footprint - I 
estimated it to have previously measured 
around 9m (29.5ft). It could be argued 
that Queen Elizabeth’s Oak should rank 
alongside the 120 or so other 9m plus 
champions of the British oak world.
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