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OFTEN HIDDEN FROM PUBLIC VIEW, THIS MONTH’S 
FEATURED SUPERB SPECIMEN COULD BE OVER 
1000 YEARS OLD…

deer park. Access to the park is only 
by prior agreement with the Scudamore 
family, who have owned the property for 
more than 1000 years. The family kindly 
allowed delegates of the conference 
access to the park and its fantastic trees. 

With a girth of 12.8m, Jack of Kent’s 
Oak is one of the largest oaks, not only 
in Herefordshire, but in Britain. The tree is 
in great health with a vital crown. Its good 
condition can most likely be attributed 
to the continuity of ownership and 
management at the site. 

The lifespan of trees span multiple 
human lifetimes, making it diffi  cult to 
provide continuity of management over 
a prolonged period of time. Trees such as 
this are sensitive to change, having grown 
in one place for centuries. When managing 
veteran trees, the Ancient Tree Forum 
encourage people to think about ‘Tree 
Time’; a year to humans is a long period 
of time, however to a tree it’s merely a 
blink of an eye. 

Speaking at the summer conference, 
Aljos Farjon described the various reasons 

T
his July saw the Ancient Tree 
Forum summer conference visit 
Herefordshire, a county well known 
for its veteran trees. The event is a 

mixture of lectures and fi eld visits focusing 
on veteran trees and their management. 
During the afternoon session of the fi rst 
day delegates visited nearby Kentchurch 
Court, home of the legendary Jack of 
Kent’s Oak. 

Despite being located in a prominent 
position on the hillside, the Jack of Kent’s 
Oak is visited by very few due to the 
sensitive nature of its location, the historic 

why Britain has so many ancient 
oak trees compared to other European 
countries. Continuity of ownership, and 
thus management, is one of the major 
factors. Britain was home to 
royal hunting forests, medieval deer 
parks, wooded commons and estates 
all of which contained trees of varying 
ages. Whilst a large number of trees 
have been lost over the years, many still 
persist today providing a fantastic legacy 
to current generations of people.

As with any old tree, there is 
speculation over its age, with some 
estimates being in the region of 1000 
years. Interestingly, the fi rst reference to 
Jack of Kent appears in the 16th Century; 
Jack being an English folkloric character 
known for his sorcery and ability to trick 
and outwit the devil. Does this mean that 
the tree is twice as old as Jack of Kent? 
Perhaps Jack won the tree in a bet, or 
perhaps outwitted the devil in order to 
claim the tree? Either way this tree is a 
fantastic example of the rich historical 
value our countryside and trees have, 
and highlights the need to protect them 
for future generations to come.

The Ancient Tree Forum champions the 
biological, cultural and 
heritage value of Britain’s 
ancient and veteran trees, 
and promotes best practice.
www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk  
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