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The number of Veteran Trees in the Netherlands, Germany 

and Belgium is much lower than in the UK.

There are several reasons for this. Wich i do not mention now.

One of the consequences is that particular in Germany and the 

Netherlands many anchoring has been placed to preserve trees

Lime tree, Heede, Germany



Preservation for the future of Monumental and Veteran trees 

is in the initial phase in the Netherlands. 

This comes, among other things. 

• Because the awareness and importance of these trees is not 

yet present 

• Too little knowledge about sustainable management of 

these trees

• Conflict between old methods and current views



A few examples where things went wrong

Copperbeech, Wognum, Friesland



Lime Tree , Heede, Germany



Ash Tree , Dusseldorf, Germany



Copperbeech, Horst aan de Maas, Netherlands



Horschestnut, Vorden the Netherlands 



Horse chestnut, Breda the Netherlands





Because there is a conflict between old methods and new 

views and too little knowledge about management of these 

Trees.

We walk behind the facts and are mostly only approached 

when the evil has happened to save a tree.

From a biomechanical point of view, there are several 

solutions that sometimes work temporarily but often in a 

sustainable way, for example pruning by cutting sharply,  

cabling and anchoring and cutting holes into the tree.

Main goal is securing the tree as a construction



Pruning: 

Cutting sharply by

taking branches from

the main stem ore 

parent branch. Without 

topping the Tree

New shoots can be the

future branches (new 

main structure)

Limetree, Enschede Netherlands





Common oak, Delden, Netherlands
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Pinus wallichiana, Well Castle, Netherlands





Plane Tree, Leuven, Belgium



Before After



Berceau off Carpinus, Louis XIV, Well Castle, Netherlands







Common Oak of 100 years, Lummen, Belgium





Before After



Cable bracing and anchoring:

Beeck, Munster, Germany





Beech, Villa Hugel, Essen, Germany









Limetree, Sambeek, Netherlands



Several Beeches, Tilburg, Netherlands





Picea conica, Villa Hugel, Essen,  Germany



Jardin du botanique, Strasbourg, France











Cutting holes into the Tree: 

• For biomechanical purpose.

• To create a bridge between living wood tissue and damaged 

wood tissue. (for example, honey fungus as a cambium 

killer)



White Castle, Loon op Zand, Netherlands





Reaction after 1 and 2 years after

cutting.





Sweet Chestnut, Breda, Netherlands





Horse Chestnut, Castle Gardens, Arcen, Netherlands





Thank you for your 

attention 

Frits Gielissen


