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THE JAPANESE MAPLEThe Bowthorpe Oak,  

Lincolnshire

Each month we feature an ancient British tree.  

This month the Ancient Tree Forum introduces us to...

ANCIENT TREE
The

column

Estimated to be over a thousand years old, the 
Bowthorpe Oak would have been growing around  
the time William the Conqueror ruled. It’s thought to 
have the widest girth of any pedunculate oak in the 
UK, at 13.3m.

It is much valued by its owners, the Blanchard 
family of Bowthorpe Park Farm, who have farmed 
the land for five generations. The oak tree grows in a 
grass paddock behind the 17th century farmhouse 
in South Lincolnshire, and the owners charge a small 
sum for visitors to see it.

The Bowthorpe Oak has been a visitor attraction 
for hundreds of years, and there are records of past 
residents using it to entertain their guests, with tea 
parties being held inside the hollow trunk. At one 
time, the tree was said to have a door and a ceiling 
with a pigeon loft above; on one occasion, 39 people 
were able to squeeze into the tree together. In 1768, 
George Pauncefort Esquire, who rented Bowthorpe 
Park, is recorded as having had benches placed 
within the tree to use it as a dining area. 

Until recently, cows, sheep, chickens and horses 
could be seen grazing in and around the tree, but 
the owners have now fenced it off in order to prevent 
too much soil compaction. The first chain was fitted 
to the tree over a century ago to support it, with a 
second added in 1978 and a third around 12 years 
ago. For details about visiting the tree, go to  
www.bowthorpeparkfarm.co.uk. 

The Ancient Tree Forum champions the 
biological, cultural and heritage value of Britain’s 
ancient and veteran trees, and provides advice 
on their value and management at www.
ancienttreeforum.co.uk
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