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SPECIAL
BRANCH
THE JAPANESE MAPLEThe Wishing Tree, 

Ashtead Common

Each month we feature an ancient British tree.  

This month the Ancient Tree Forum introduces us to...

ANCIENT TREE
The

column

In past times this old oak was probably seen as a spiritual feature, where offerings 

were left and wishes made. It is one of 2,303 ancient oak pollards on Ashtead 

Common, many of which are over 500 years old. The majority have hollowed 

trunks packed with decaying wood, and are showing early signs of retrenchment. 

The Wishing Tree has a girth of 5.54m, and has many features you would expect 

to see in a veteran oak, such as decaying wood in the crown, lichen on the drier 

areas of bark, mosses in the moist areas, and a wide, squat trunk. 

The tree has been used by the Ancient Tree Forum on its Valuing and 

Managing Veteran Trees courses, to teach attendees about surveying 

and managing veteran trees, and about past and present management 

practices – both of the tree itself and the land around it. 
The Wishing Tree was a valuable resource for local people, traditionally 

harvested for fodder, firewood and timber. The stems were cut at or above 

head height, out of reach of grazing livestock, so that they sent up new 

branches. Today, Ashtead Common is regarded as a prime example of 

relic wood pasture, valued for its historic landscape and important habitat. 

The pollards are found among islands of scrub and woodland, scattered 

through open grassland and areas dominated by bracken. 
Ashtead Common is managed to ensure a succession of these features, 

and to conserve a mosaic of habitats. Each veteran tree is individually 

surveyed and managed, with grazing the preferred method for keeping 

the grassland open. Around 50% of the veteran pollards are still alive, and 

most of them undergo a programme of haloing and crown reduction. Other 

pollards are retained as standing dead wood or remnant 
stumps, valuable for invertebrates, fungi and other wildlife.  

Valuing and Managing Veteran Trees, a one day 
training course, is being run in Gloucestershire, on 
6 June and 19 October 2017.  Valuing and Managing 
Veteran Trees: a three day advanced course for 
trainers, is being run in Epping Forest on 17 to 19 June 

2017. For more details on these courses, please visit 
www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/events
The Ancient Tree Forum champions the biological, 
cultural and heritage value of Britain’s ancient and 
veteran trees, and provides advice on their value and 

management at www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk
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