
 

 

Programme for the Ancient Tree Forum conference 2017  
Gilwell Park, near Epping Forest 

Please note that this programme may be subject to minor changes 

Day 1 - Thursday 13 July:   
Ancient tree landscapes 

 

9.00 Arrival: 
Registration / Teas and coffees / Displays and stands 

9.30-9.35 
 

Chair’s welcome 
Practicalities /arrangements for the day 
 
Introduction to speakers and key theme for the day 
 

Chris Knapman  
ATF trustee, freelance consultant, 
member of the Ancient Yew 
Group and former Tree Officer at 
Plymouth City Council 1995-2016 
 

9.35-10.00 What’s been going on?  
It has been 21 years since a national ATF meeting was held 
here. What has been learnt after two decades of managing 
ancient trees in an internationally-important wood-pasture 
landscape? And what next? Jeremy will provide an introduction 
to this special place from pollarding cycles to keystone trees. 
 

Jeremy Dagley 
Head of Conservation at Epping 
Forest for 22 years, member of 
the UK Wood-pasture Technical 
Advisory Group and ATF 2017 
conference organiser 
 

10.00-10.20 Combining historic maps, air photos, LIDAR and GPS to study 
wood pasture landscapes using Open Source software  
Free and Open Source Software for Geospatial (FOSS4G) is a 
suite of digital mapping applications that has seen rapid 
expansion in recent years to become the tool of choice for 
many worldwide. David will be talking about its use in the study 
of landscape history and in plans for wood pasture and ancient 
trees, using examples from Herefordshire and Epping Forest. 
 

David Lovelace 
Landscape historian and digital 
mapping advocate 

10.20-10.40 The Offa’s Dyke Ancient Tree Project 
Rob McBride has been working his way along the historic Offa’s 
Dyke, a 177 mile path from Prestatyn to Chepstow, for the past 
8 years. His talk is about his experiences in recording and 
verifying the many hundreds of ancient and other veteran trees 
along the route. 

Rob McBride 
Rob, freelance ‘Treehunter’ and 
media specialist. Joint founder of 
‘TREEspect’ social enterprise and 
part-time volunteer for The 
Woodland Trust.    

10.40-10.45 Questions to speakers 
 

10.45-11.15 Coffee break 
 

11.15-11.35 Veteranisation project: Using tools instead of time to create 
habitats in trees 
Not everyone subscribes to the idea of damaging young trees 
for nature conservation gain. This presentation will describe 
why veteranisation is worth considering, where it may be 
appropriate and some techniques that may be tried. In addition 
some early results from an international trial that was set up in 
2012, with 20 sites and 980 oak trees, to evaluate the impact of 
veteranisation on a more scientific basis (Bengtsson et al, 2013) 
will be presented as well as ideas for the next steps.  

Vikki Bengtsson 
Freelance ecologist for Pro 
Natura in Sweden who has 
worked in nature conservation 
roles since 1992, including for the 
National Trust at Hatfield Forest. 
Vikki has been involved in the 
Ancient Tree Forum since its 
start, and is currently Co-Vice 
Chair 



 

 

11.35-11.55 Veteran trees in the Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic has a sophisticated approach to its 
protection of heritage trees. State funded Agency for Nature 
Protection (www.nature.cz) keeps an official list of trees with 
levels of protection defined by law. Challenges include 
communication between those performing arboricultural and 
biological treatments to these trees. To address this, a national 
standard is being developed, defining good heritage tree 
management, including www.checktrees.cz  a GIS database.  

Jaroslav Kolarik 
Jaroslav is Director of SAFE TREES 
Ltd, a member of the 
international project Veteran 
Tree Certification, co-founder of 
NGO Arboricultural Academy, 
member of the National 
Certification Board for Czech 
Certified Arborist programme. 

11.55-12.00 Questions to speakers 
 

12.00-12.20 Mini break 

12.20-12.40 Ancients of the Future- new England-wide HLF-funded project 
This is part of the Back from the Brink initiative, starting in July 
2017 until 2020.  Buglife, Plantlife and Bat Conservation Trust 
will be working in partnership to conserve highly threatened 
Section 41 invertebrates, lichens, fungi, moss, bats and birds 
associated with ancient trees and landscapes. The project will 
work with a wide range of organisations, volunteers and 
landowners to deliver a programme of survey, research, habitat 
management -including trial and innovative methods, training 
and outreach throughout England. 

Sarah Henshall 
Sarah is Buglife’s Lead 
Invertebrate Ecologist, working 
on saproxylic beetles at key sites 
across the UK including Windsor 
Great Park, Blenheim & Bredon 
Hill. Sarah is also involved in the 
development and trial of 
pheromone lure and eDNA 
techniques for saproxylic beetles.  

12.40-13.00 New ideas from old trees 
Chris considers the influence of the ATF on conventional 
arboriculture and the emergence of conservation arboriculture 
through what we have learned from studying old trees and 
possible directions to further enhance their management. 

Chris Knapman 
(as above) 

1300-13.10 Questions to ALL speakers & details of the field visit 
 

13.10-14.15 
 

Lunch break 
Packed lunches are available for those who have booked in advance 

14.15-17.15 Field visit:  a walking tour 
through the ancient 
pollarded wood-pasture of 
central Epping Forest 
(detailed route maps will be 
provided). 
 

Walk leader:  Jeremy Dagley (as above) 
Speakers en-route will include: 

 Lynne Boddy (Cardiff University) 

 Helen Read (City of London, Burnham Beeches & ATF) 

 Neville Fay (TEP & ATF) 

 Sally Gadsdon (Environmental Stewardship Officer, Epp Forest) 

 Andy Froud (Biodiversity Officer, Epping Forest) 

17.15-18.00 
At the 
Chingford 
Forest “hub” 

Refreshments, including cream teas, for purchase  
at Butler’s Retreat, Chingford E4  

&  
EVENT 1 –at  The View (Visitor Centre), Chingford E4 

A special photographic art exhibition of Epping Forest’s ancient trees 
 by Marion Sidebottom, Artist-in-Residence at Epping Forest 

 

18.00-18.30 
Chingford 
Forest “hub” 

EVENT 2  at  Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge, Chingford E4 
Signing of the ATF Concordat for ancient trees 

and celebration of 800 years of the Forest Charter  
at Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge (Grade II* listed building) 

18.30-19.00 Return to Gilwell 
1 kilometre walk back through the Forest 

19.30 
onwards 

Barbeque supper at Gilwell (optional – advanced booking is required)  
followed by  

Ancient Tree Quiz! & bar 

http://www.nature.cz/
http://www.checktrees.cz/


 

 

Day 2 - Friday 14 July: Ancient tree health  
-  a look at fungi, roots, soils & disease 

8.30-9.00 Arrival: 
Registration / Teas and coffees / Displays and stands 

 

9.00-9.05 
 

Chair’s welcome 
 
Practicalities /arrangements for the day 
 
Introduction to speakers and key theme for the day 
 

Helen Read: 
Helen has managed veteran trees for 
over 25 years for the City of London at 
Burnham Beeches. She was a founding 
member of the ATF, has published many 
papers on ancient trees and edited the 
‘Veteran trees: A Guide to Good 
Management’ published in 2000. 

9.05-9.35 Tree diseases and the future of ancient trees 
Since their emergence over the last decade, several 
highly invasive pathogens threaten the survival and 
productivity of UK trees and forests. In particular, at 
least four new Phytophthora pathogens have arrived in 
the UK including probably the best known, 
Phytophthora ramorum. More recently, native ash in 
Britain is threatened by the ash dieback pathogen 
Hymenoscyphus fraxineus, as it migrates west across 
the country, whilst several chestnut blight outbreaks 
(Cryphonectria parasitica) have been found in 
southwest England since early 2017. A number of 
introduced insect pests such as horse chestnut leaf 
miner and oak processionary moth are also taking their 
toll. Sustaining our ancient tree resource against such 
threats poses particular challenges if the impacts are to 
be mitigated, although their particular characteristics 

may also contribute to their resilience and survival. 

Joan Webber 
Joan is Principal Pathologist at Forest 
Research, where she has worked since 
1989, Joan became Principal Pathologist 
for FR in 2000.   She has a 30+ year 
international track record of research and 
collaboration on pathogens of forest and 
woodland trees, their population biology 
and epidemiology, and the use and 
deployment of biological control agents 
in the management of tree diseases. Joan 
was awarded The Institute’s Medal, the 
highest award from the Institute of 
Chartered Foresters (ICF), in honour of 
her professional excellence in pathology. 
 

9.35-9.55 Kew’s Lost and Found Fungi project 

Ancient and veteran trees represent important habitats 
for fungi, a large number of which are restricted to such 
trees or their associated habitats. Some species are of 
conservation importance in Britain, several being legally 
protected. However, distribution and abundance data 
are currently insufficient for conservation purposes, and 
no fungus of veteran trees has been officially accepted 
on the UK Red List. The Lost and Found Fungi project is 
a 5-year volunteer/citizen science project (2014-2019) 
which aims to put this right and includes four target 
species restricted to veteran trees and their habitats. 
 

Brian Douglas 
Brian is a mycologist at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew co-ordinating the Lost and 
Found Fungi project (funded by the 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation). He has a 
PhD from Aberystwyth University on the 
taxonomy of fungal root endophytes and 
their teleomorphs. His interests include 
fungal taxonomy, phylogenetics, 
conservation, ecology and education. 
 

9.55-10.15 Fungi communities of hollowing ancient beech 
We know relatively little about fungal decay in the 
interior of tree trunks and large branches (heart rot), 
such as when fungi enter and establish, how 
communities change through time, and how this affects 
patterns and speed of tree decay. Emma’s PhD research 
is exploring the ecology of heart rot with a focus on 
beech (Fagus sylvatica). Her research has involved the 
study of fungal community structure in recently felled/ 
fallen beech trees at Epping Forest. 

Emma Gilmartin 
Emma is a PhD student at Cardiff 
University, researching fungal community 
development in beech trees and its 
relationship with other organisms. She is 
supervised by Professor Lynne Boddy and 
Dr Hefin Jones.   



 

 

10.15-10.20 Questions to speakers 

10.20-10.50 Coffee break 

10.50-11.10 Ancient tree roots and their ancient soilspheres. 
Ancient trees live long lives rooted to one spot. 
Everything they need during their lifespan has to come 
to them via the air or the soil. What do we know about 
the way the root systems of trees change as they 
become ancient and how do we gather evidence to aid 
protection and care of appropriately sized soilspheres?   

Jill Butler 
Jill works as a conservation adviser for 
the Woodland Trust, with a special focus 
on ancient trees, wood pastures and 
parkland. Her role is to raise awareness 
of their significance, to try to change 
hearts and minds of owners, influence 
policy makers and campaign to help 
safeguard them now and into the future.  

11.10-11.40 New research and emerging ideas about AOD with 
implications for veteran oaks & associated biodiversity 
A synthesis of observations made with Neville Fay 
looking at Chronic and Acute Oak Decline (COD & AOD). 
These include research into oak decline in continental 
Europe, and results from a five-year study on AOD in 
the Royal Parks, London. The evidence highlights 
similarities between COD and AOD and points to a 
continuum that reflects different expressions of a 
disease complex. Influences on tree root function and 
disease susceptibility are explored. Pollution is 
significantly influencing soil microbial communities, and 
we hypothesise that oak may be one species affected, 
causing oak decline. The implications are discussed in 
relation to veteran tree populations and biodiversity. 
 

Geoff Monck 
Geoff has an FdSc in Arboriculture and 
worked in arboricultural consultancy for 5 
years. He gained an MSc in Conservation 
and Forest Protection from Imperial 
College (2011). For this he designed a 
study of impacts of arboricultural work 
on veteran oak pollard vitality for his 
thesis. His scoring system is being used at 
Epping Forest. From 2012-2015 he 
worked at Treework Environmental 
Practice (TEP) where he worked on 
research projects looking at AOD and 
Massaria. He joined Guildford Borough 
Council in 2016. 
 

11.40-11.45 Questions to speakers 

11.45-12.05 Mini break 

12.05-12.30 Highlights of the past ATF year and key plans for the 
next 12 months 
To include updates on the VETcert project, which is 
developing an accreditation system for those working 
with veteran trees, and a new project which will 
showcase veteran tree management techniques at a 
number of City of London sites 
 

Russell Miller (ATF Chair) 
and Jim Mulholland (ATF Training and 
Technical Officer)  
  

12.30-12.40 Questions to ALL speakers 
& 

Details of the field visit 

12.40-13.30 Lunch break 
Packed lunches are available for those who have booked in advance 

13.30-13.45 Travel to site of the afternoon field visit (arrangements for car / coach travel to be confirmed) 

13.45-16.15 Field visit:  A walking tour 
through ancient beech in 
northern Epping Forest.  
(detailed route maps will be 
provided). 

Walk leader: Jeremy Dagley (as above) 
Speakers en route will include: 

 Lynne Boddy (Cardiff University) 

 Neville Fay (TEP & ATF) 

 Ted Green (ATF Founder President) 

 Sally Gadsdon (Environmental Stewardship Officer, Epp Forest) 

 Andy Froud (Biodiversity Officer, Epp Forest) 
 

16.15-16.30 Return to Gilwell 
Delegates may wish to leave directly from here for the M25 or railways stations 

24 May 2017 


