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ANCIENT TREE COLUMN

Each month we feature an ancient British tree.  
This month the Ancient Tree Forum introduces us to...

ANCIENT TREE
The

The Brimmon oak was voted Wales’ Tree of the Year 2016 in a contest for 

communities around the UK to celebrate and care for their favourite trees.

This well-loved oak tree had been threatened by the planned Newtown 

bypass which would have come within 3m of the trunk, but in early 2016 after 

much local campaigning, ministers agreed to adjust the route of the new road 

to give the Brimmon oak and its roots better protection. The decision  

was made to have a 15m root protection zone around the tree.

The Ancient Tree Forum (ATF) recommends having a larger root protection 

area than the minimum recommended by British Standard 5937, especially  

in cases like this where the tree is irreplaceable. The ATF recommendation is a 

radius of 15 times the stem diameter at breast height, or 5m beyond the edge 

of the tree’s canopy, whichever is the greater (see the guidance in Ancient 

and other veteran trees: Further guidance on management, available from the 

ATF’s website). However, achieving an extra 10m radius of root protection in 

these circumstances was considered by the ATF to be a great achievement.

Almost 5,000 people signed a petition to save the Brimmon oak after a 

Facebook page was set up by the tree’s owner Mervyn Lloyd Jones, with the 

assistance of campaigner Rob McBride, resulting in the Welsh Assembly  

Government agreeing to ‘bend the bypass’. 
“Mr Jones’ family has farmed the land for hundreds of years, and family 

photos include one of a wedding photo taken underneath the Brimmon oak  

in 1901, which shows how special this tree is,” says Rob McBride. “It’s a  

fantastic piece of Welsh heritage and we’re delighted it’s been crowned  

Wales’ Tree of the Year.”
A grant for the winning tree of £1,000 will be spent on management, 

monitoring and promotion. The Brimmon oak will now go on to represent  

Wales in the European Tree of the Year competition, for which voting  

opens in February.
The UK Tree of the Year contest, organised by the Woodland Trust, 

attracted a number of other nominations for ancient trees in 2016. These 

included the Bowthorpe oak and Old Knobbly in England, the Craigends  

yew and Birnam oak in Scotland, and the Belvoir oak in Northern Ireland. The  

winning trees were revealed at the end of December, and the Brimmon Oak 

was declared the overall champion of the four UK winners.

The Ancient Tree Forum champions the biological, cultural and heritage 

value of Britain’s ancient and veteran trees, and provides advice on 

their value and management at www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk
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The Brimmon oak, Powys, Wales
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