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ANCIENT TREE COLUMN

Beech tree at Plas Newydd, 
Anglesey

Each month we feature an ancient British tree. 
This month the Ancient Tree Forum introduces us to...

ANCIENT TREE
The

This multi-stemmed beech tree (Fagus sylvatica) has the largest trunk 

of any beech tree in Britain, with a girth of over 10m. It can be found on 

the edge of a quarry at Plas Newydd, a National Trust property close to 

Llanfairpwllgwyngyll, on the island of Anglesey, Wales. The estate is on the 

banks of the Menai Strait and has magnifi cent views across to Snowdonia. 

It covers 68 hectares of parkland, gardens and woodland and has a 

number of special trees including this beech. 
The tree has a colossal girth of 10.55m at a height of 1m, and looks 

as though it is several trees fused together. It may actually be an old 

hedgerow tree that was cut at ground level a couple hundred 

years ago and re-grew the multiple stems that we see now, 

according to a new book on the National Trust’s ancient trees. 

Brian Muelaner, the book’s co-author and Ancient Tree Forum 

trustee, says that another theory, though unlikely, is that this was 

a bundle planting of several trees: “The only way to positively 

prove that it is one tree would be to take DNA samples from 

leaves of each of the separate limbs, but either way this is 

a truly magnifi cent tree.
“At the moment the tree seems to be stable,” says 

Muelaner, “although several of the outer lateral limbs 
may need to be very gently reduced to prevent the 
risk of these tearing away from the main trunk. Even 
if just one of these massive limbs were to fail at the 
base, all too often it then begins the process of rapid 
decay leading to eventual catastrophic collapse.”

The Plas Newydd beech tree is featured in 
‘Ancient Trees of the National Trust’ by Edward 
Parker and Brian Muelaner, which is published this 
October by Scala Arts and Heritage Publishers Ltd.
The Ancient Tree Forum champions the 
biological, cultural and heritage value of 
Britain’s ancient and veteran trees, and 
provides advice on their value and management 
at www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk
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It may actually be 
an old hedgerow 

tree that was cut at 
ground level a couple 

hundred years ago 
and re-grew the 

multiple stems that 
we see now
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