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ANCIENT TREE COLUMN

The Cubbington Pear

Each month we feature an ancient 
British tree. This month the Ancient 
Tree Forum introduces us to...

ANCIENT TREE
The

Having received thousands of votes from the public, this wild pear tree in 

Warwickshire became England’s Tree of the Year for 2015. At an estimated 

250 years old, it is a local icon that stands at the top of a hill near the village 

of Cubbington, overlooking the peaceful Leam Valley.
The tree is thought to be the largest wild pear in Warwickshire and 

the second largest in the UK but it has gained notoriety for being 

threatened by the proposed London to Birmingham HS2 rail route. 

Despite a Tree Preservation Order, the Cubbington Pear may be felled 

if HS2 goes ahead in 2017, as it is one of 20 ancient, veteran or notable 

trees within the Phase 1 construction boundary.
Wild Pear trees have grown in Britain for thousands of years and are 

the ancestor of the fruiting pear. The wood was traditionally used for 

wood-turning and making musical instruments. They have plentiful white 

blossom in the spring, attracting bees and other pollinators while birds 

and small mammals eat their fruit in the autumn. Like other species, they 

become more and more valuable to wildlife the older they become, with 

cavities and dead and decaying wood providing habitat for specialised 

fungi, lichens, beetles and other species.
The Cubbington Pear is one of 15 trees from 15 countries that 

have been entered into the European Tree of the Year. The idea of 

the contest is to highlight the signifi cance of old trees that deserve 

our care and protection. The results will be announced on 20 April.

The Ancient Tree Forum is working with the Woodland Trust to 

campaign for better recognition of the UK’s nationally important 

and best-loved trees like the Cubbington Pear. 
Join us in calling for an offi  cial register of ‘Trees of National 

Special Interest’ in each of 
the four countries of 
the UK by going to 
www.woodlandtrust.org.
uk/campaigning

The ATF champions the 
biological, cultural and 
heritage value of Britain’s 
ancient and veteran trees 
and promotes best practice 
in their management at 
www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk
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The tree is 
thought to be 

the largest 
wild pear in 

Warwickshire 
and the second 

largest in the UK

www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk

Ancient Tree.indd   43 06/04/2016   15:49


