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ANCIENT TREE COLUMN

The Royal Oak at Boscobel 
House, Shropshire

Each month we feature an ancient 
British tree. This month the Ancient 
Tree Forum introduces us to the...

ANCIENT TREE
The

The branches of the original Royal Oak at Boscobel House were famously used by 

King Charles II as an overnight hideaway after a heavy defeat in the final battle of 

the English civil war in 1651. The king’s popularity later saw the tree gain legendary 

status. The oak you can visit today, estimated as at least 250 years old, is really the 

daughter of the Royal Oak as it seeded within the walls round the site of the 

older tree, which was plundered and destroyed by souvenir hunters.

The Royal Oak sits within the grounds of Boscobel House, a timber framed 

hunting lodge in Shropshire, now under the care of English Heritage. In the 

summer of 2001 the tree was struck by lightning, causing a substantial section 

of the crown to tear away and fall. The upper trunk was damaged, causing the 

death of the south-facing side of the main stem and of part of the root system. 

Further storm damage occurred in 2010, leading to concerns about the tree’s 

health and the safety of visitors.
Neville Fay, principal consultant at Treework Environmental Practice 

and trustee of the Ancient Tree Forum, has been overseeing Conservation 

Arboriculture’s measures to improve the health, vitality and stability of the 

tree for the past four years. He said: “The crown rejuvenation programme 

involves using specialist pruning to reduce weight on selected branches while 

stimulating new growth in the lower crown.
“The hollow trunk had already been braced and subsequent detailed 

investigation found that installing structural prop supports would be likely to 

increase the risk of further trunk fracture.
“The rooting environment has been improved by using woodchip mulch and 

treating the soil and crown with compost tea. What is particularly important 

here is seeing the tree, its roots and the soil as integral, through maintaining a 

healthy canopy and managing the ground conditions around the tree.”

Future generations of the Boscobel oak are being 
established by managing young oaks regenerated from 

the aged parent. In this way it is hoped that the history 
of the monumental Royal Oak will be ensured. 
The Ancient Tree Forum champions the biological, 
cultural and heritage value of Britain’s ancient and 
veteran trees, and provides advice  
on their value and management at  
www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk.
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